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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a very exciting start to our latest year here at 
Goole Academy. A great deal has happened since our 
Summer term’s newsletter!

I'd like to start by saying that there is no doubt that all the 
hard work we have put in across the last 5 years since 
joining Delta Academies Trust has come to fruition this 
year.  There are a couple of reasons why I say this with 
confidence. 

These are....

1. Ofsted Good – I hope you will have seen from 
recent communications, and perhaps the local 
press, that Goole Academy was recently officially 
graded as an Ofsted 'Good' school.  This is the first 
time the school has been in this position for over a 
decade.   This is wonderful news for students, staff 
and the local community.  We should all be proud of 
this.

2. 2022 Results – The results achieved by our class of 
2022 were the best ever achieved by students from 
Goole.  For the first time ever over 50% of our students 
left with a strong pass in Maths and English (5 years 
ago this figure was 29%).  Our Progress 8 score 
placed us in the top 300 schools in England.  An 
amazing achievement for staff and students to be 
placed in the top 10% of schools nationally!

You will see from the contents of this newsletter that there 
are many more interesting and exciting things 
happening. One of the most exciting developments is 
the construction of our new dining hall.  I hope to have 
an update on the completion and opening in our next 
newsletter.  

I know I speak on behalf of all our staff when I say how 
proud we are to be associated with the Academy and its 
students.  I hope you have a magnificent Christmas and 
New Year.  

Best wishes, 

Mr Julian Harrison
Associate Executive Principal
Goole Academy

Foreword from the Principal

Web: www.gooleacademy.org.uk
Email: info@gooleacademy.org.uk
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD

Julian Harrison, Associate Executive Principal 
and Aaron Tolson, DofE Manager at Goole 
Academy can be seen receiving their 
licence to run the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
presented to them by Hayley Singleton, 
Operations Officer for Hull & East Riding of 
Yorkshire.
 
We are delighted to announce that Goole 
Academy has received a licence to deliver 
this internationally recognised award 
scheme, and we are planning to launch the 
Bronze Award to Year 9 students in the 
coming weeks.

GET GOOLE GLEAMING CAMPAIGN

On Saturday 19th November, students from Goole Academy carried out a 
litter-pick around Goole town centre and neighbouring streets as part of the 
“Get Goole Gleaming” scheme.  This was led by Cllr Anne Handley and Cllr Nick 
Coultish. The students had some help from Mr Nicoline, Mr Clark and Mr Harris.
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AUTUMN LITERACY

We are off to a fantastic start with reading this year, particularly for our new Year 7s 
who saw the return of BookBuzz. This is a nationwide scheme from BookTrust which 
allows every student in Year 7 to choose a book from a selection of 17 exciting titles 
which we purchase for them to keep. For some students this is the very first book 
they have owned so there has been a lot of excitement surrounding the arrival and 
distribution of the BookBuzz choices.

We also saw the first full launch of Delta’s Reading Routes Scheme across Key Stage 
3 after a successful soft launch with Years 7 and 8 last year. Despite only being 
unveiled six weeks ago, we already have an amazing 37 Reading Routes quizzes 
passed, with several students reading multiple books from their route and working 
towards some brilliant prizes. 

Students in Years 7 and 8 have hit the ground running on Accelerated Reader this 
year. Year 7 have collectively read a massive 10,751,332 words, and Year 8 aren’t far 
behind with 10,366,914 words. We have 7 students across Years 7 and 8 who have 
already achieved their Accelerated Reader pledge badge for reading over 250,000 
words too. It won’t be long before we start seeing students awarded Word 
Millionaire again!

GYMNASTICS STUDENTS

Congratulations to two of our Year 7 students, 
Caleb and Natasha who have been busy 
raising money for their Gymnastics club to be 
able to travel to Gymestrada competition in 
Amsterdam next year.  

The club between now and then are 
undertaking many fundraising events. One of 
these events involved Caleb, Natasha and 
other members of  the team raising money in 
Morrisons to bag pack for shoppers for a 
small donation. 

They have also taken part in fund raising by 
doing displays locally at the gym as a 
ticketed event and raffles raising £625 so far. 

Keep up with the good work.
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NORTHERN IRELAND
SPORTS TOUR

In October, Year 11 students and PE staff 
embarked on a Sporting Tour of Northern 
Ireland. The trip involved football and netball 
matches combined with sightseeing and 
cultural experiences. The Year 11 football team 
have been successful throughout school and 
continued their good form by narrowly 
beating Castlederg High School who are 
N.Ireland small school champions. They then 
went on to have a convincing win against East 
Belfast FC who play in top division in South 
Belfast league. The Year 11 netball team have 
been one of Goole Academy's most 
successful and performed brilliantly on the trip, 
beating Thornhill All Girls Grammar College 
and being narrowly defeated by Northern 
Ireland's U17's development team. After the 
games on Friday, students had the opportunity 
to visit the famous Londonderry walls, murals 
and do some retail therapy. On the Saturday 
afternoon, students had a private bus tour 
around Belfast to see the Titanic Quarter, 
murals and peace walls, followed by a highly 
competitive game of bowling. The trip 
concluded to see the world-famous Giants 
Causeway before making the journey back to 
Goole. All students were a credit to the school 
with their effort, behaviour and conduct.  
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Oliver M. in Year 9 was given a fantastic 
opportunity to be coached from a top class 
world athlete!!

During the half term he attended a 4 day Trick 
Ski camp at the Water Ski Academy with a guest 
coach Nicolas Le Forestier from France.

He has been a coach for many World Class Trick 
Skiers and has been an inspiration for many 
younger skiers to follow.

Oliver had a great time on the camp with a 
group of young people ranging between the 
ages 10-17.

He learnt so much, he is looking forward to 
practising what he has learnt back at his ski club 
White Cross Ski Club in Cawood.

WATERSKIING SUPERSTAR
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TRANSITION 2023

We have had a very successful start to the Transition 
programme for this year.  In September we opened 
our doors and invited in Years 5 & 6 for our Open 
Evening, the event was a huge success with 726 
people attending, including families from seven 
primary schools out of our usual catchment area.  
Families enjoyed a tour of our academy, led by some 
of our 164 student helpers who did an amazing job 
supporting the event.  They also got to meet staff, 
take part in a range of exciting activities from food 
tasting to trampolining to magic maths. There was a 
real buzz around the academy and lots of smiling 
young faces as they left at the end of the evening.

We also launched our Areté programme for 2022-23.  
This is another strand to our transition programme 
and is aimed at high ability students.  
The programme enables students access to 
challenging topics and learning opportunities within 
a secondary school environment.  The Areté Scholars 
Programme currently involves 174 students from our 
Primary feeder schools, the highest number we have 
ever had.  One change we have made is to 
re-brand one of the Programme options to a STEM 
Scholars Programme, this has been to reflect the 
changing employment opportunities fo the 
community of Goole with the ongoing developments 
on the west of the town including Siemens Rail.

At the time of writing we have welcomed the Year 5 
& 6 students for the Y5 & Y6 English Areté Scholars 
Programme, the Year 5 STEM Areté Scholars 
Programme and Year 6 Maths Areté Scholars 
Programme.  
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Y5 ARETÉ STEM DAY AT GOOLE ACADEMY
Tuesday 22nd November was the launch of our first Y5 STEM Areté day at Goole Academy. The 
agreed theme was renewable energy and the Science, Engineering and Maths departments 
had a range of exciting yet challenging tasks planned.
In Maths, the students were hired by the well known company WindyCorp as part of the 
planning team. Their aim was to find the ideal location to build their wind turbines to make the 
most profit over 25 years. They also spoke about the advantages and disadvantages of each 
field and discussed the potential future plans for each field. 

In Engineering, the students designed and then manufactured their own wind turbine which 
was then tested in the Science department. All of the students were shown how to safely use a 
range of hand-tools and equipment, and it was amazing to see them work with such 
confidence. Their natural engineering skills were in abundance and enthusiasm for this activity 
was a delight to see.

In Science, the students used electrical testing equipment and tested the performance of their 
wind turbine.  They also carried out a practical investigation with solar panels and volt meters 
to understand the correlation between light and the power output from a solar panel. Their 
knowledge and understanding of renewable energy were tested and their responses were 
justified and thorough. 

A great day with our first Y5 Areté STEM students and we already have some great ideas for 
the next two STEM days to inspire them even further into the world of STEM.

A BIG well done to the Y5 Areté STEM students 
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MATHS ARETÉ DAYS FOR YEAR 6
Year 6 pupils visited Goole Academy on 23rd November for their Arete day in Maths.
We started the day by playing a game of “Top of the Class” where they tried to knock each 
other from the top spot by catching them out with a tricky question. During the game, they 
all learned some new definitions and methods, allowing them to answer questions such as:

a) Square and cube roots
b) What is the value of five to the power of zero?
c) Calculate 4 factorial.

Then we completed some Maths challenges via a crossword puzzle and logic round. Pupils 
were very engrossed in solving the puzzles and were determined to solve them. Some 
students competed the logic round within 5 of the 20 minutes. 

We finished the day playing a few rounds of lobster pods which is a strategy risk game that 
the pupils loved playing. Unfortunately, Mr Tolson became the richest player due to the 
amount of loans he had to give out on the first round. 

Maths Arete Leader, Mr Tolson, commented, “They were a set of enthusiastic students who 
are really passionate about maths, and they really got stuck into all the activities and took 
on any challenge I gave them.  I am looking forward to seeing them all again in March at 
the next Maths Arete day”.
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Year 5 students wrote their own poems 
based on this one by Spike Milligan, sticking 
to the rhyme and rhythm pattern:

Today I saw a little worm
Wriggling on his belly.
Perhaps he'd like to come inside
And see what's on the telly.

They then displayed these beautifully with 
illustrations on postcards to show their 
parents and carers.  

Still working on poetry, the Year 5’s read a 
poem called, 'The Sounds in the Evening' by 
Eleanor Farjeon, and identified the many 
uses of onomatopoeia.  They then devised 
some wonderful lines for their own poem, 
'The Sounds at Christmas', which they put 
together to form verse.  The poems were 
then displayed on A4 folded card and 
turned into Christmas cards.

The Y6's in English spent the whole day in a 
Christmas frenzy! We learnt about why we 
celebrate Christmas and discussed our 
favourite things about the holiday period. We 
analysed poems about the festive season 
and were inspired by these to make our own 
Christmas poems using the structure and 
rhyme scheme we had identified. Finally, the 
group worked like Santa's elves making 
Christmas cards for their family and friends 
which included their beautiful unique poems! 

Well done to all the Year 5 & 6 English Areté 
students for their fantastic efforts and hard work.

Y5 & Y6 ENGLISH ARETÉ
DAY AT GOOLE ACADEMY



GOOLE ACADEMY N EWS LET TE R

MATHS STRETCH AND CHALLENGE
Training has Started for the next UKMT Team Maths Challenge.  Unfortunately, this 
competition has not been running for a few years due to Covid and is being postponed for 
a further year due to the lack of time for the charity to produce the necessary materials.  
The event will return for the 2023/24 academic year and several Year 7 pupils are already 
looking forward to it and will be extremely well prepped when the time comes.

Other events coming up this year include the annual Intermediate and Junior Maths 
Challenges on 1st Feb 2023 and 26th April 2023 respectively.  These will take place in 
classrooms for Year 9 and Year 10 top sets (Intermediate), Year 8 top sets (Junior) and most 
Year 7 pupils (Junior).

SCIENCE 7+ EVENT

On Friday 18 November, a group of our top 
performing Year 11 students travelled to The 
Education Exchange to take part in the 
Science Mavericks Event. Students were 
tasked with colonising a new planet and had 
to use their science skills to solve a mixture of 
issues that they would come across. All 
students had a great day. A huge thank you 
to De Lacy Academy, Education Exchange 
and the science directors for putting together 
such a great experience. 



VISIT FROM BARONESS
NATALIE BENNETT

On Friday 4 November, Baroness Natalie Bennett 
came to visit school as part of the 'Learning with 
the Lords' programme.  Baroness Bennett was 
leader of the Green Party for four years and was 
made a Baroness by former Prime Minister, 
Theresa May.

Firstly, she spoke to Year 10 students about her 
reading, specifically books she reads for 
pleasure and those which have had an impact 
on her.

Then she was interviewed by the Year 11 School 
Council who asked some very mature questions 
about environmental issues, several of these 
focusing on Goole and its surrounding area.

Lightening the mood a little, she went on to 
speak to a class of Year 9 students who asked 
questions such as 'Do Lords and Baronesses ever 
fall asleep in the House of Lords?' and 'How was 
your train journey up to Goole?'.  (Sadly, and 
unsurprisingly, her connecting train from 
Doncaster to Goole was cancelled.)

All in all, it was a great morning for all involved.
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DELTA WINGS

After our Y8 female team attended the launch in 
September and meeting the other Delta Secondary 
school Y8 teams, the 10 girls agreed on a team 
captain and then enthusiastically started drawing 
some innovative sculpture design ideas once they 
understood the brief. With each wing tip weighing 
over 50KG’s and more than 4.5m in length, the 
sculpture must securely hold the wing tips without 
damaging them and also be safe for visitors to be 
able to get close. 

The students wanted to visualize their ideas better 
so after a CAD drawing training session, they quickly 
transferred the CAD drawings to our 3D printer and 
made some scale 3D printed bombs and Vulcan 
bomber wing tips.

The team will work as engineers and follow the 
conventional design process which includes: 
generation of suitable design ideas, the design and 
manufacture of scale models, the development of 
a design and also researching critical information 
such as material properties, material cost, 
manufacturing techniques, labour charges and the 
creation of a suitable time plan so they can monitor 
and check progress.

The judging takes place at the end of the Autumn 
term and all team entries will showcase their ideas 
at the Get Up To Speed STEM event at the Magna 
Centre in March 2023.

As soon as the team started to brain-storm ideas, it 
was rewarding for me to see so many employability 
skills being developed such as: teamwork, planning, 
communication and perseverance. It is an amazing 
competition to be involved with and the winning 
sculpture will be something that will be viewed for 
many generations to come by visitors to the new 
home for the Vulcan bomber XH558.    

Good luck & Well Done Team Goole

Mr Poulton

GOOLE ACADEMY N EWS LET TE R
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FANTASY WINGS REPORT

Goole Academy were delighted to be able to secure 3 places on the 2022 / 2023 Fantasy 
Wings programme. The Y11 students were selected and will attend sessions in Manchester for 10 
months on a Saturday and then the final workshop will be in London on 1st July 2023.

One of the biggest problems facing the aviation industry is a lack of diversity. Limited support 
and systemic barriers make it hard for underrepresented groups like females, to access the 
exciting opportunities on offer in the airline pilot industry.

Fantasy Wings has been set up to change the status quo. As the only programme of its kind, this 
pioneering course brings together pilots from leading airlines, aviation professionals and flight 
training organisations to help launch women and other underrepresented groups into the 
aviation industry.
The course is designed to not only be educational and stimulating, but also to equip the 
students with the necessary tools they need to succeed in the industry and to land their 
first-time role.

By joining the programme, the Year 11 girls will be in with the chance to win full sponsorship of a 
Private Pilot Licence (PPL) – 45-hours of training plus the examination cost. 

The students will receive career mentoring that will sharpen their skills and prepare them for a 
career in aviation. These seminar-style sessions will be led by pilots, engineers and aviation 
professionals and they will deliver targeted talks aimed at giving the students practical insights 
and invaluable knowledge about the industry that includes tips on how to become a pilot, the 
progression route of an aviation engineer, the progression route of an airline pilot, the 
progression route of an aviation leader, industry secrets, training advice and an insight into the 
different career lifestyles.

This is an amazing opportunity for our Y11 females who have been selected and maybe this 
programme could inspire them to undertake one of the many aviation career paths.

Good luck Y11 girls, enjoy the programme.

Mr Poulton
Head Of DT 



REWARDS & HOUSE

Assemblies are held 
every term to reward 
students who have 
been recognised for 
their work

GOOLE ACADEMY N EWS LET TE R

1

Weekly rewards for 
recognition of a 
good piece of work  

PROUD
THURSDAY

ASSEMBLIES

PLEDGES

Work hard through the year to collect as many as you can

ENRICHMENT

HEGARTY/SPARX

ABOVE & BEYOND

GCSE POD

SPORTS

PERFORMANCE 

READING

ATTENDANCE 

TAKE PRIDE IN
YOUR HOUSE

Work thorugh the year 
to earn house points 
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On Thursday 10 November, Goole 
Academy had the pleasure of 
hosting the 21 Language Assistants 
from Delta Academies Trust. 

The day was spent getting to know 
each other from France and Spain, 
looking at the KS3 and KS4 
curriculum, discussing teaching 
strategies and planning resources to 
use in our schools. 

Thank you to our MFL Directors for 
leading and supporting this session.

MLA TRAINING
SESSION 

At Goole Academy, we support all students 
with their Emotional and Mental Health. 
Some of the systems we have in place are:

Learning Manager support 

Emotional Literacy 

Positive Handling Risk Assessments 

Designated Mental Health Champions 

Staff trained in Mental Health First Aid 

Mental Health Tip of the Week in the Bulletin 

Assemblies discussing Mental Health Topics 

Resources and telephone numbers for 
external agency support 

EPC lessons designed around Mental 
Health topics. 

MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELLBEING
AT GOOLE ACADEMY

Any parents who have concerns 
around their child’s mental health 
and wellbeing at school should 
make contact with their child’s 
Learning Manager in the first 
instance. They will be able to 
signpost to the relevant agency for 
the correct support. Your GP can 
also offer advice and make referrals.

Mental Health Champion –
Mrs Kelly Derbyshire
derbyshirek@gooleacademy.org.uk

Mental Health Champion Assistant – 
Miss Alisha Shaw  
shawA3@gooleacademy.org.uk
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
AT GOOLE ACADEMY

Students and staff at the Academy all marked the 2 minutes silence 
for Remembrance at 11am on 11th November. Year 9 gathered on 
the basketball court for their silence so that they could also hear the 
Last Post and the Reveille. We felt this was particularly poignant for 
them as they have recently been studying WWI and WWII in history. 
They were joined by some members of local air and army cadet 
forces in their uniforms who added something special to the 
occasion and were a credit to our community. 

In addition, students in KS3 were given the opportunity to create a 
remembrance poppy to commemorate the sacrifice made by an 
individual solider during World War One. Students were able to 
decorate their poppy in any chosen medium and included the 
details of a soldier killed during World War One, using their research 
on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website. We were 
also fortunate enough to receive over 150 knitted poppies, kindly 
donated by Ann Allinson, which were all used to create our 
Remembrance Day display. 



AUTUMN 2022

Our food theme for this year’s Open Evening was Wizard of OZ. We wanted to show-
case some of our students’ excellent food cooking and presentation skills through this 
exciting food competition. The competition was…..Who could make the best Wizard of 
OZ themed cake? Cupcakes? Sweet treats? Or anything else? Prizes were awarded for 
different age groups. Entries were displayed for parents to view during Open Evening 
that night. Parents and visitors were able to vote for their overall winner. Well done to 
all involved.

WIZARD OF OZ - 
SCHOOL COMPETITION

AND THE WINNERS VOTED FOR BY
OPEN EVENING VISITORS ARE .. .

ALYSHA P
£20 AMAZON VOUCHER

ALICE B
£10 AMAZON VOUCHER

IZZY J
£5 AMAZON VOUCHER
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WIZARD OF OZ COOKING
COMPETITION ENTRIES


